Editorial

Development is an institution based
process with the right focus on the
targeted population as one of its
major conditions. One big
challenge in infegrating poor
population intfo the development
process is not to consider them as a
group of single characteristic,
rather separating out their special
needs and demands depending
on age, gender, economic
activities, placement in specific
geographical location and making
development institutions sensitive
and committed to these needs are
the prerequisites.

The ever increasing older people in
Bangladesh are an out of focus
section. Due to gradual withdrawal
from the conventional income
generational activities they are fast
becoming insignificant and
forgotten members in the families
and the community. Breakdown of
joint family system and urban
migration lead to increased
number of isolated older people.
Poverty, lack of health support,
social and psychological exclusion
combined together is leading older
people's condition to a critical
sifuation.

Family centered traditional norms
and values alone are not sufficient
to address this situation. It is needed
that community based social
institutions like Union Parishad, local
health system, arbitration
mechanism are made to be
responsible toward older people's
requirements. The experiences
they have earned all through their
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lives would give different
dimensions to these institutions and
would ultimately create a social
balance. One critical requisite for
older people to reduce their
vulnerability is to be aware and
organized about their needs and
rights. The organized older people
would positively influence the Union
Parishad and others and an older
people friendly community could
evolve then.

The European Union has come
forward with financial assistance to
organize older people at the grass-
roots level. Financed by the
European Commission and in
partnership with HelpAge
International, RIC is implementing a
project with the title, "Promoting
Older People's Participation in
Development in Rural Bangladesh”.
Under the project, older people are
being organized at the village level
in 21 unions of three upa-zilas. The
project is working toward involving
Union Parishad, the GO-NGO

health facilities, banks and other
service centers with the project
activities in order to transform
service structure of these institutions
intfo more pro elderly.

The experiences and knowledge
being generated in these 21 unions
are of immense values. It would act
as the guiding force in the future
work on elderly issues all over the
country.

HelpAge
International

age helps
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Project backgrou

Addressing older people's
poverty and exclusion is an
integral part with local
development. The approach
"From bottom fo top"in the
development ensures
sustainable local development
and leadership. But this
approach has turned into a
slogan in our country. In practice
the opposite 'Top down'
approach is followed. The result
is that any progress made at
local level fails to be long-lived.

Against this reality, we consider
the elderly issue in the light of
participatory association of
people with local power
structure.

The project 'Promoting Older
People's Participation in
Development in Rural
Bangladesh' is being
implemented in the context of
some specific problems. They
are stated here in brief.

m The fast increasing elderly
populations do not have their
own organization. As a result,
their participation in the
community's social, political
and economic lives has come
fo a minimum. In the society,
they are no more visible and
have become marginalized.
Older women's situation is
worse, for they are old and
women at the same time

m Older people do not have
any access to the most of
locally available resources.
The government is trying to
address their poverty through
'Old Age Allowance' scheme.
Union Parishad and locall
administration find it a real
challenge to select recipients
from among the real destitute
older people in the face of
locally powerful elites.
Collection of allowance from

banks is also a painful
experience of older people.
Long distance, big transport
cost, long wait in a crowded
room, insensitive afttitude of
bank staffs toward older
people- all these make a
frustratfing situation for them.

m Health is one important
elderly issue. Most often they
suffer from protectable and
curable diseases. But majority
people in the society consider
their iliness as the natural
feature of lifecycle. This notion
is very strong among the
elderly population. The
consequence is that very
rarely they have any
freatment for curable
illnesses. This is one side of
elderly health. Medical
facilities and professionals are
not sufficiently motivated to
freat older people with
adequate importance.

= Bangladeshis a land of
natural disasters. Women,
children and elderly
population are the most
affected people. But the
participation of able

A big fire broke out in Dhel
Para village of Bara
Moheshkhali union on 14
March 2010. One hundred
houses were fully burnt and
many people were seriously
injured. Members of these
houses are living under the
open sky. Of them, 6
households are in a critical
condition. Older people
headed these households are
in a desperate situation. It is
very hard for them to manage
daily foods. Bara Moheshkhali
union committee offered
some food support to them
but they need quick
rehabilitation. They are passing
through uncertain time.

bodied older people in the
actions of disaster
preparedness and post
disaster management
activities has not yet become
visible. Physically incapable
older people's special needs
are overlooked in the disaster
preparedness activities,
facilities available at the
shelter homes, post disaster
rehabilitation programs. But
older people are resource as
they hold the traditional
wisdom to overcome disaster
distress. This wisdom comes
down to them through ages.

In Bangladesh, there are few
national level
nongovernmental
organizations that could
enhance older people's
participation atf local level,
strongly focus on their major
demands or implement
development programs
aimed at lowering older
people's exclusion at family
and community level. As a



Project area desc

Warm clothes were distributed
among poor older people and
their children in 10 unions of
Gangachara upa zila on
January 27 and 28. Warm
clothes were blankets, shawls,
and sweaters. Thirtfeen
hundred eighty five (1385)
Women, men and children in
equal number (450) received
these clothes. Village, ward
and union committees of each
union prepared the list of
recipients. Local leaders and
general people think that really
needy people goft the support
and distribution was well
disciplined. Higher officials of
upazila administration and
elected representatives were
present at the event. With the
financial support from HelpAge
International, RIC organized the
distribution.

consequence, older people
are gradually turning dimmed
in the social mind.

The project being implemented
is adopting some strategies to
address the above problems.
Older people's associations are
formed to highlight elderly issues
in the social discourses and
actions. Trainings and
orientatfion are arranged fo
create skill and capacity of
association members and their
involved participation in the
organizational activities is

emphasized. An intensive
communication with local
government and authorifies to
make them aware of all project
activities would create a larger
space for older people in the
community.

In its four year life span, the
project would achieve the
following results in the context of
above problems.

¢ Strong older people's
involvement in the local
development process due to
building of their associations
at village and union level.

¢ A more effective, fransparent
and committed local level
service facilities in addressing
poverty of ultra poor
population.

¢ A more responsible and
effective local level heath
facilities responsive to elderly
health issues. An improved
health seeking behavior of
older people would help
them speak out their health
needs in a strong manner.

¢ Older people with enhanced
capacity in addressing
natural disaster will be less
vulnerable. A more effective
participation of older people
in the disaster risk reduction
activities would be possible
with their experience and
wisdom.

¢ A more capacitated national
NGO in the act of building
community based older
people's association that
would work efficiently in the
intferest of older people.

Though the project is being
implemented in only 21 unions, it
is sfrongly tied with the whole
elderly population in the
counftry. The experience and
knowledge it would generate

would be crucial in developing
and designing national policy
and strategy in the future.

Project area description:

The project is being
implemented in 10 unions of
Gangachara upa-zila under
Rangpur district, ? unions of
Moheshkhali upa-zila under
Cox's Bazar district and 2 unions
under Gazipur district. The
reasons for selection of these
areas are as such:

Gangachara:

2001 Poverty Map of World Food
Program and Human Poverty
Index 2000 depicted Rangpur
as a poverty ridden area.
Gangachara remains monga
prone (high seasonal
unemployment) for 3 months in
a year. During this time GO-NGO
initiatives take up financial aid
programs and resource transfer.
But this support though lessens
the intensity of suffering do not
address the lack of basic needs
of poor people. RIC observed
that older people form the most
of this poor vulnerable
population. RIC's long
experience of working with older
people prompted selection of
Gangachara as one project
area.

Moheshkhali:

Moheshkhali is one of disaster
prone upa-zilas in the southern
Bangladesh. Inhabitants of this
island upa-zila have to face
disaster of any type all through
the year. RIC has been working
in this area since 1991. During
the period between 2006 and
2009, the organization has
implemented a project in two
unions in collaboration with
HelpAge International under
financial support from Irish Aid.




Older People's Dev

The selection of whole upa-zila
for the present project is to
create wider and sustainable
effect on older people's lives.

Gazipur:

RIC has been working with older
people in the district since 2002
and already implemented two
projects. This long duration of
project activities has given older
people's associations a strong
social footing. Their leaders
could uphold their demands in

National Policy for Older
People:

The Government of Bangladesh
has formulated a national policy
for older people but not yet
published it in gazette form. We
hope the government would
finalize this policy very soon and
let it work in establishing older
people's rights.

Increase in recipients of
OAA and introduction of
smart card:

An infer- ministerial meeting was
held on April 05, 2010. It was
decided that number of
beneficiaries of old age
allowance would be increased
but no such increase would
made in the amount for each
card. All beneficiaries under the
government's social safety net
program would be given 'Smart
Card' and a data bank would
be created for them. It is worth
mentioning that in the financial
year of 2009-1010, allowance
was increased from 250 taka to
300 taka and the number of
total beneficiaries rose from 2
million to 2.25 milion.

the policy dialogue. This is
confributing toward establishing
older people's rights. This success
has created needs among older
people in nearby unions to have
their own committees. Under the
present project, in 10 villages in
two unions adjacent to Pubail
and Nagari unions, OP
committees would be replicated
by the existing 10 committees.
For this replication, Pubail and
Nagari committees are the most
ideal replicators.

No mention of older
women in the policy for
women:

The half of nearly 10 million older
people in Bangladesh is women.
Though the policy for women
mentions, in general, women
rights and steps of its
implementation there is no
inclusion of older women's
specific issues in if. This inclusion if
made would recognize their
specific rights at household,
social and state levels.

No mention of older
people in the national
health policy:

Older people need special
health service for their age-
specific health reasons. In the
recent time, Geriatrics has been
included in the medical
curriculum but geriatricians are
very few. National health policy
is finalized. The policy does not
specifically mention older
people's health issue.

Older people are not
included in the VGDUP
project:

One laudable initiative of the
government of Bangladesh is to

provide food, assets, monetary
support for development of ultra
poor at the grass roofts level.
Destitute rural women of specific
age, though prioritized in the
initiative, older people are not
given special scope. This
initiative could have allowed
older men and women to
reduce their vulnerability by
engaging in income generating
activities.

A separate allotment for older
people in the VGDUP along with
existing 'Old Age Allowance'
may strengthen poor older
people's stake in the national
development.

Climate Change and
Older People:

Climate change is one major
agenda in the world.
Endangered people are scared
of their future. Climate change
has its major effect on
agricultural land. Still working
poor older people in the rural
areas face extinction of their
livelihood. Natural disasters like
cyclone, tornado, flood, water
surge, and drought and river
erosion make older people more
vulnerable. During disaster, they
can't get to shelter homes
urgently due to their physical



One grass-roots ol¢

incapacity. Shelter homes are
not suited to older people needs
and as a result they suffer there.
Post disaster rehabilitation
schemes do not prioritize their
special needs. Their importance
furns less important at household
and social level. Climate
change thus has a multiplying
effect on older people's
everyday vulnerability.

Farida Khanom

Secretary of older women
affaires,

Pubail Union Committee
Pubail, Gazipur

Question: How long have you
been involved with older
people's committee?

I have been with the committee
from the very beginning of RIC's
work with older people. When
RIC started OCMP with HelpAge
support in 2003 | joined the
project then and sfill going on.

Question: What roles have you
played in the project?

| came forward first, hearing
what the project would want to
achieve. | then helped other
women understand the essence

This helplessness can be turned
into strength. Older people do
hold the indigenous knowledge
of predicting disasters. They may
play a more effective role in the
disaster risk reduction programs
and post disaster rehabilitation
activities. Climate change thus
offers a scope for taking older
people intfo the mainstream of
society.

of the project. They also
gradudally joined. | am now
working as the secretary of
woman affaires in the RROP
project and also the secretary of
the older women project. | do lot
of works. My works include
conducting meetings where |
talk about rights of older people,
especially women. | make lists of
destitute older people and
contact with union parishad for
lobbying on many issues and
make enquiries of very poor
older women's allowance status.
| pursue with others in the
commiftee to help these poor
women.

Question: Have you heard about
the new project with older
people?

I have heard about it. Also
heard that it is working in 9
unions of Moheshkhali and 10
unions of Gangachara in
Rangpur and 2 unions in
Gazipur.

Q. In your opinion, how far this
new project would be supportive
of older people?

| think older people would be
much benefited by this project
like we benefited in the past.
They will be aware of their rights.
Gangchara is a monga area
and Moheshkhali is an island

near the sea. Every year storms
hit the island. People in these
areas are less fortunate in
having the benefit of
development than others. Itis
quite understandable how poor
the older people's situation in
there. The new project would
bring at least some changes in
their lives. They would be more
aware of their situation.

Q. What is your comment on
RIC's work with older people?

RIC has been working with older
people for along time. | do not
see any other NGOs working like
RIC. I think had RIC continued
the project a bit longer the older
people's committee would have
been much stronger.

Q. Where, in your observation,
has not been any appreciable
progress in the work with older
people?

The work going on here with
women should be started in
other places. Older women's
situation then would be
changed a bit. Lobbying with
government on many issues
needs to be carried on. Our
committees should be registered
and that will ease many tasks.




Thought about Ol¢d

Alhaj Mahbub Kamal

President
Matarbari Union Committee
Moheshkhali, Cox's Bazar

People all over the world are
thinking about older people. The
government of Bangladesh is
also pondering over old age
issues. This continues over the
last two decades and still going
on. The government now is trying
to work out how older people
could be integrated in the social
development. How their lives
could be made more useful by
increased partficipation in
different activities. NGOs are
more concerned about older
people. RIC with its activities
inspired me also to think about
them.

Before, people above 55 were
called older people. Thenitis
raised to 60 years by making
adjustment with increase in
average life span. The Bangla
term for 'older people' (Probeen)
holds different meanings like
'‘aged’, 'ancient’, 'old' etc. But
the Bangla term resonates more
with deeper experience in life.
Presently we are taking the term
for those who are 'aged".
People, 60 years and above, are
considered as Probeen. Now,
how is their situation2 Everyone is

of the opinion that they are
neglected. They form a
population who are neglected
by their sons, in the community
and in the greater country. They
are now more than one crore
(fen millions) in number.

My thought about
Probeen:

There are many Probeens
among us who are still serving
the country with their talent,
wisdom and experiences. They
exist more or less in every
locality. If organized, we could
play a unigue role at national
level. But this is not possible in
separation and without
organization. We need to
believe in 'Self help is the best
help' if we really want to do
some constructive work in the
development of older people.
We could spread older people's
committee at union, upazila and
district level all over the country
and this way could form a
national older people's
organization.

We could detect local problems
of older people and work out
possible solutions with the help of
our own local organizations and
then this could be tfransferred to
national committee through
district committees.

National committee then could
deal with the government on
these problems and solutions
and may play a supportive role
in creating scopes for older
people who are in dearth of
support.

| believe in "God helps those
who help themselves'. Among
us who are still physically
capable, well-off, educated
and experienced, who still hold
stfrong working spirit, could

organize ourselves in own
localities and create some
benefits for destitute older
people so that they live their last
days in somewhat peace.

Itis very sad that there is no
ministry solely on old age issues.
Such ministry would have made
our work easier. Older people's
committees could take more
initiatives then in designing
action plans and get them
implemented with the help of
the ministry. We want to be self
reliant. We do not like to be a
burden for our sons, society, and
nation. We want to support our
more vulnerable brothers and
sisters. Our committees will
always be working for their
goods.

International Day of Older
Persons (IDOP) was first
celebrated in Gangachara
on October 01, 2009. Older
people, men and women,
from almost all unions
gathered at Gangachara.
The rally began at 10:30 in the
morning and going through
all roads of the litfle town
ended at the premise of UNO
office. Along with older
people, government officials
including UNO and RIC staffs
participated the rally. A short
discussion meeting was held
in the open ground where
officials expressed their
solidarity with elderly causes
and older people's
committee leaders
demanded an increase in the
amount of allowance and the
total number of recipients.
They also demanded that the
government declares them
‘Senior Citizens'




Khuki Mai
Age :66, Barabeel
Gangachara, Rangpur

Question: Please tell me your
name.

Khuki Mai

Q. What works are you
performing in the older people
committee?

We conduct meeting regularly
and also had training at
Rangpur (Resource Mobilization
Training). We will work following
what we learned in the training.

Q. What inspired you join this
committee?

| know that we will not have any
support joining this committee.
But it gives us the scope to stay
and work together.

Q. Do you still like to remain with
the older people's committee
even if you don't get any
material support?

[ will be with the committee, my
son. Does support matter
everything? My son would treat
me badly before. Joining this
committee gave me some
confidence and also earned
some importance. Son doesn't
misbehave with me. Neighbors
make enquiries of me. Are all
these little gain®?

Q. What do you expect to gain
from this project with older
people?

Nothing , my son, | want nothing
from you. Last year old people
went to a procession at
Gangachara (IDOP rally). There
UNO (Upazila Nirbahee Officer),
magistrate, doctors, Khanta Apa
(Vice chairman, Upa zila
Parishad) and many other
higher people joined with us in
the procession. This could not be
possible without RIC. This

apa, (pointing one field staff)
repeatedly said we would not
be given any rice, taka, cow or
goat. My point is we have not
yet obtained anything but the
respect others are showing us is
very precious. No one makes this
possible before.

HelpAge International is an international network working
for older people. This network is ceaselessly working to
bring positive changes in south Asian older people's lives.
It has established a South Asian Regional Office in Dhaka
recently. The South Asian Regional Meeting was held on
26 -28 January at BRAC centre INN. Seventeen
representatives from Britain, Nepal, India, Sri Lanka,
Pakistan and Bangladesh participated the meeting.
Discussions were held on old age issues and OPAs' long

term roles and prospects.

Case Study

Biroja Bala Dey
Moheshkhali, Cox's Bazar

Biroja Bala is the secretary of
culture and games of Thakurtala
vilage committee. She could
see many differences between
her days before and after joining
this committee. She did not
enjoy any respect in the family
before. Everyone would scold
her for little reasons. She would
not get food properly. She did
not have any importance with
the neighbors. No one would
bother to respond to her any
query on the road.

Older people's committee has
furned her life. She needs to go
to many places for the
committee work and talk on
older people's problems and
also works for solution. She feels
important. Her position has
improved in the family. Now, her
opinion is sought for any
important decision. Neighbors
also greet her on the way. She
does not have any pain for not
receiving old age card. She finds
satfisfaction if some very helpless
old person gefts the card.
Committee has inspired to make
savings. It is her belief that this
savings would address their
want. Biroja Bala believes that
older people would one day be
able to manage their
committee activities without the
support from RIC.




Home Care for OIC

Older people's number in
Bangladesh is increasing fast.
People are moving to fowns and
cities looking for livelihood. Joint
family system is in the process of
breaking down as changes
taking place in livelihood
pattern. Older persons in the
family are finding themselves
isolated with no one to look after
them. In the absence of family
care, they cannot even perform
the minimum routine works
essential for living due fo
physical insufficiency. It
becomes difficult for them to
have medical treatment due to
financial insufficiency or lack of
physical ability. These people
are to live solitary lives with no
entertainment of any sort. This
situation of helplessness gives rise
tfo the demand of home based

care.

Wl

Many an older persons live
alone. They cannot take care of
themselves. They have even lost
the ability to do daily work. They
do not have any near relatives
for offering care. Many of them
have lost moving ability and are
bed-ridden. They should have
regular care for their long iliness.
Giving care to them by paid
people or volunteers is called
Home Care. This care includes
preparing foods, giving baths,
feeding, cleaning, changing
cloths, making beds, helping to
have medicine, consulting
doctors, reading news papers or
stories, taking them to nearby

stroll and buying essentials. The
volunteers are called 'Care
Givers'. They mostly come from
the community of care
receivers. This Home Care
system is established in many
Asian countries like Koreq,
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Indonesia,
Cambodia and Vietham.

The present project, financed by

European Commission, has a
plan to infroduce '"Home Care
Model' in 20 villages under the
working area. These models
would be run by family or
community based 'care givers'.
The successful implementation
of this model would create new
hopes for severely sick and
incapacitated older people in
the community.

OIS
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Sponsor a Grand Parent (SaG)

Financed by "Help the Aged’ and in collaboration with
‘HelpAge International’, RIC is implementing a three year
project titled ‘Sponsor a Grand Parent’ (SaG) in three unions
under Nazirpur sub district in Pirojour district. The project is
directly and indirectly helping the vulnerable and marginalised
older people gain a fair access to poverty alleviation
programmes. Under the project a socio-economic survey was

conducted and a list of vulnerable older persons was prepared.
With the scrutfiny done by local older people leaders, the final list
of actual beneficiaries was made. Under the project, every
month 100 older people are receiving 500 hundred taka and 50
of them are getting primary health facilities. One hundred (100)
older people were given warm cloths during winter, 50 obtained
goats and 20 received 5000 taka as one time support of micro
credit through this SaG project.

All these supports are aimed at alleviating miseries of destitute
older people’s everyday lives. Also to help them earn their own
living through old age friendly income generating work using the
micro-credit as capital and thus be able to live a safer old life.
One important side of this project is to mofivate well-off section
of the community to take up initiatives in the benefits of older
people.



Other RIC projects

Coordinated Support
for the Older Women
in Bangladesh

Among one crore older people

43%, are poor (World Bank, 2006,

Social Safety Nets in
Bangladesh) Half of them are
women. They have been the
victims of many deprivations
from the beginning of their lives
due fo ingrained social
discrimination. For destitute rural
women, this deprivation is
deeply entrenched. With
absolute poverty, lack of access
fo minimum health facilities,
absence of any kind of social
communication, this large
section of population has
become out of scene in the
natfional development policy
and actions. There is no mention
of older women in the national
policy on women and national
health policy. They have not
been given any priority in the
Widow Allowance, though
majority of widows are older
women. The larger section of
them is not yet covered by the
'Old Age Allowance' scheme.

Against this reality, RIC with its
social commitment is
implementing a pilot project for
destitute older women. With
financial aid from HelpAge
Germany, this two year long
project fitled "Coordinated
Support for the Older Women in
Bangladesh" is being
implemented in Pubail union
under Gazipur district from April
2009. Two thousand and seven
hundred forty (2740) older
women are being organized in
ward committees. They discuss
many problems of their lives in
two meetings held in every
month. Committee members
were given fraining so that they

could express their tales of
miseries more clearly and
purposefully before the society.
Under the project support,
helpless women were given
house repairing materials,
productive assets like goats.
Health camps were arranged to
give medical freatment to ailing
women.

The initial success of the project
prompted HelpAge Germany to
extend the project to 4 unions in
Munshiganj and Pirojpur districts.

Community based
Health Care Support
for the Vulnerable
Older People

Health is not only a disease free
life; it involves more physical,
psychological and social
activeness. In the rural health
thoughts this wider scenario is
absent. Health is only a physical
wellbeing there. This wellbeing is
not a reality of poor older
people. They accept their
sickness as natural condition of
old age. The society also
believes this strongly. This leads
to less demand for health care
than actual health needs. The

health care providers in the
community health facilities are
also not sensitive to old age
health needs. Poor older
people's health thus suffers from
neglect and discrimination.

In this social context, RIC is
implementing a CIDA financed
project "Community based
Health Care Support for the
Vulnerable Older People" in
Goala union of Shapahar upa-
zila in Naogaon district. The
project duration is from April
2009 to June 2010. RIC hopes this
project would make some
positive changes in the social
ideas on older people's health.

The three major objectives of this
project are: Providing free
health services to poor older
people, enhancing their
demands for health services and
making positive changes in the
aftitudes of service providers
toward older people's health
needs. The strategies followed
to realize the objectives: older
people organized in groups and
initiatives taken to make a
network of their community,
local government and health
facilities.

The project started work by
making village wise lists of older
men and women. Fifty village
committees are formed in the
union. Fifty older persons (29
men and 21 women) were given
five day long residential tfraining
on preventive and curative
health care. Awareness raising
discussions are held in the
monthly meeting of village
committee. Village level satellite
clinics are organized in every
month. Older people get
medical prescripfions and
medicines free of cost. Many are
referred to upa- zila health
complex. Committee leaders




Urban Slum dwelli

hold meetings with health
officials of upa-zila and district
hospitals on health situation of
older people. Older people's
committees make regular
contacts with Union Parishad
and lobby for greater UP
influence inincreasing access
of poor older people to existing
health facilities at union level.
The committee leaders also
demand for targeted inclusion
of older people in the sanitation
program.

Some positive changes have
taken place in the atfitudes of
older people. Now they take
more inifiative in getting health
services. Af social level, health
needs of older people are
gaining more importance.
People are now more interested
in seeking advices from
registered doctors rather than
visiting traditional healers. They
have now more access to
health facilities and service
provider s are careful about
their needs. The project has
developed one health worker in
each vilage and campaign on
preventive and curative health
service has been strengthened.

The success made in one union
cannot sustain in isolation. The
application of the project
learning and experience for the
whole counftry requires
formulation of a national policy
and taking up of adequate
programs.

Urban Slum dwelling
Older People:

A big section of Dhaka's
population lives in slums. Among
the slum people, older people
are not a small part. They also
take part in the struggle of
earning livelihood along with
more physically capable ones.
They are engaged in work like
plying rickshaw, van, carrying
goods in push carts, working as
maids, running grocery business,
daily wage work, and others.
These jobs are suited to young
people but to get the minimum
to live on, older people have to
do such menial works. Many of
them have to resort to begging
as the last option. They are in a
miserable situation. Older

people in Dhaka city are notin a

good condition. There are a lot

of differences in the lives of older

people in rural and urban areas.
Urban lives are much more

struggling than rural lives. People

do not have the minimum living
space in cities. Only a tiny room
where old persons find their
place on the floor and son, his
wife and children sleep in a
wooden cot.

Rural older people have some
access to the government
safety net programs. They could
know about the services through
the local government. Older

people living in urban slums
cannot know about government
supports meant for them due to
inadequate communication
mechanism. If development
organizations, both government
and non government, working
for improving living condition of
slums, take up programs
targeted to older people, then
their lives would be a bif better.
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